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There is no use traveling miles away
butfrom Iiome to find a starting point for a
tho

summer outfng," began tbeartibt, after the
angler and botanist had exhausted their of
Fupply of desonptives on their ideal re-

sorts ""We can htart from our very doors,

and spend a vacation such as you never
dreamed of for

Charter a eaual boat and take a cruiso
on the Chesapeake aud Ohio Think of the
comfort and delight of such travel. No

dust, nofcmoke, nonoisc.nocrowds", charm-
ing sceuery from tho first lock above
Georgetown clear to Cumberland, and the
best provisions the country affords fresh of
from the garden and dairy all the way

We can Jive out of doors, make sketches, and
find specimens, and above all study the a
life cf a strange people " a

Neither of tho other two had thought of
iheoid canal, wlih its slow mules and dingy
boats, as a pleasure resort before, but
tlie idea was so novel that they "Were at
once imbued with the spirit, and an hour

to v Mull
Feortliisr tlie

later the tliroo might have been seen de-
scending the eps at the Aqueduct bridge
to the canal ldow.

There's ooe being unloaded, lets try of
lier Looks tight and clean, and she has
an awning," suggested the angler

How would the Mary Dobbins do, she
has a newer look," answered the artist
us he dodged to escape a muddy unvhne

Wan'ua hire a boat?" asked a muleteer,
whohadoerlieard the conversation "Well,
yercau't git none, lessen you all make a
duker With tlie olo Trowler, cause he Is
the onry captain w'at aint busy Tes'-ir- ,

itdown that way. three boats ftnder'u the
Xn ot CiearsM-in- "

They t to tho boat indicated, and
in answer to then knock a jolly old man,
whom the canalers all knew as the' Prowler," ame up out of tiie cabin
and listened to the plans and proposition
as imparted by the artist

"Well, I'm blamed if I ever heerd on such
a idea," he replied, lcoking dubiously from
one to the other. "I never found much
receration jioundiu the old path, but if yp
think it Sarah!! do. Jack'll rcmb er up
and ye cau bring yer titijis down in the
iimming.

FIXING UP THE BOAT.
Early the next morning a truck loaded

with furnishings pulled 'up to where Uie
Sarah wae moored, and in a fchort time
thereafter Uie thiee young jtleasure seekersc u Id have been semi in the hold of the vessel
arranging rugs and curtains, draperies
and iiaogings, studio stuffs and the like.
Easy chairs, lounges, aud hammocks were
in convenient places, and under the large
center hatch UieanglerplacedhJsaquarium,
which wasoon made decoiativeby a few
weli jilaced arrowlieads and Hags. Before
evening the dingy interior or the Sarah was
transformed Jnto a place of comfoit. if
not beauty. The captain, a 8 he watched the
grub change iuto the butteifly insisted on is
the latter.

They slept on noard that night, to be off
early next ninrning.and liefore the sun was
up they were aroused by the buetle on
the towpath. Muleteers hurried hither and
(hither, driving tandems of three or four
mules each, men yelled and canned, chains
rattled, boats creaked and rubbed together,
lines uplashed and tlie din lasted until their
boat was lifted to the first "level" above
Georgetown.

This interesting old waterway isjhe o

of a project of Gen. Washington

for a series of Internal improvements by the
Potomac to the navigable rivers which
rlow into the Ohio, and it was agitated
as early as 1774. His first plan was
to improve the Totomac so as to make
it navigable as far as Will's Creek, and in
that year he procured the passage of a bill
in the "Virgiuia legislature authorizing
"such persons as weredisposed" to make the
improvements. The revolutionary war in-

terrupted further proceedings at that time,
ten years later he again took up
project and became the head of a

commission appointed by the legislatures
Maryland and Virginia. In accordance

with their report, bills were passed by these
legislatures resulting in the Potomac Com-
pany, of which Gen. Washington was presi-

dent Three years was the time allowed
the completion of the work, but so many

difficulties arose that it had to be extended
time and again, until 1S20, when it was
finally decided thai the scheme was not
practicable. A new company wassoonafter
organized and by it this canal, one hundred
and eighty-fiv- e miles long, was made,
being opeued m lfcoO, after having taken
twentytwo years time aud rwclve millions

dollars to complete it.
It was a mighty institution in thobedays,

one which paid well, but now its com-

petition with the railroad is hardly felt, and
a coiiseQuci.ee the canalnien eke out but

bare existence Some coal companies
their own boats, but more often the

mau at the tiller is his own boss, and the
boat he owns is his only home.

When the destructive floods of 1F89
came the tow-pat- h was swept away for
miles at places m the upper valley , and the
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-

Donkey.

amount necessary to repair the damage
was at first thought too great to Justify
rt'imirius. However, after an idleness

three or four years the water again
flowed through ihegatcs.tne boats --dry and
cracked from exposure were recalked and
raided from the mud, and their captains
and lockers were again happy.

The then pleasure-seeker- s were glad
for its restoration, for they began to
realize more fully what an ideal way of
taking an outing they had struck. The
boat glides along noiselessly through the
quiet landscapes, with an g

view or the grand eld Potomac Sometimes
hides for an instant in the dense foliage,

then vbincs m the sunlight through
the tall which border her shores,
and again Hows at their feet far below.
At places the canal isteiraced halfway up
on the sides of the hills, and overreaching
foret trees interlace and form arcades
under which the cool air ever lingeis, and
through thi wall of foliage vistas of

landscapes appear in rapid suc-
cession The Potomac Valley is a dream-
land of pastoral beauty and its softness
and repose is enchanting. They were de-

lighted, refreshed and inspired beyond
their hope The g panorama
was a least for their eyes, and when there
came a of weariness they had the tow-pat- h

with its life for diversion.
The boats travel at the rate of about

twenty miles a day, and night-liner- with
two crews, make twice that distance.
The mules plod along with heads down and
long cars flapping, and seem to be utterly
devoid of that quality known as ambition,
but when the "change stops" are rerached
they brighten up as it inoculated with a new
me, ana ineir impatience to oe uacK in me
stable m the prow of the boat is as marked
as the reluctance with which the other team
gives it up. In order to prevent them from
bolting headlong down tho gang-plan- k the
line boy posts himself at the door and low-
ers each one safely inside by the tail. It

a lazy life all the way through, and be-

tween the mules and the crew-- it is hard to
determine which should receive the palm
for laziness.

The muleteer is as ingenious as he is lazy.
His favorite position while driving the team
is to be stretched at full length on the back
of the "leader." He fastens his toes in tho
hames cf the harness and his chin on the
crupper, and is soon fast asleep. Nothing
arouses lim save a passing boat or the ar-
rival at a lock or settlement, and so accus-
tomed has he become to "clucking" that
he cau Keep it up with a clock-lik- e regular- -

A Vlgnetto En .Route.
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ity even while he sleeps. When the lock
is reached, he "snubs" the boat through
with a dignity that few people can assume,
and if his request of conic bystander for a

chew" is fruitful, he is happy for the
rest of the day.

The man at tho tiller drowsily smokes
his pipe under the awning that covers the
cabin roof, and as a down boat appears he
arouses himself so as to not mls3 any news

of the upper valley which its
might wish to impart. If it should happen
to be an intimate his wife
comes on deck and calls to the woman on
the other boat, and a constant exchange of
qupstions 'and answers about trade, and
family, and weather is kept up until their
voices fail to reach.

At "Edwards' Ferry, a quaint place,
whore tho river is crossed by a rope ferry
of the kind in use fifty years ago, the young

were on the outlook for u
"circus boat," and when Zack tied her
up at the wharf there was soon a fringe
of black and white faces hanging over the
hatches of tho boat The botanist was
busy below skinning birds for stuffing
when he was startled by thin
Ono little fellow wished to engage himself
for a ticker, while others, moreshy , mounted
snubbing posts and peeped into the depths
for the snakes and monkeys.

"There it is. I saw it wiggle." said
one, and instantly all eyes were on the
angler's Zack

Gettlnz
came to the rescue at this instant, and
he soon convinced them that it was not
a "show boat."

Beyond this point tho valley narrows
as it the Blue Ridge, and be-

yond Point of Rocks it is railroad, canal,
and river squeezed into extremely small
space. The railroad is fifteen feet higher
and as close to tho canal as the stone
wall will as the fast express
comes past one cannot help

at the of its taking

miffif ' '
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;
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a plunge into tho canal below. Breath
conies easier when it has passed, and the
eyes rest on the lofty heights and the
narrow gap which the waters in ages
past cleft through these rock-ribbe- bar-

riers. Harper's Ferry,
with its quaint old stone houses, lies at
the bnsc or Bolivar Heights, at tho Junc-
tion of the and Potomac rivers.

This place and the valley to
were associated with the

war of the rebellion, and a few miles in-

land, over the green hills to the north,
'lies the old town of

which is little changed since that
awful 17th of 1862, when the
bloodiest battle of that war was fought
at her doors. Tho beauty of this country
is noted, and the morning the Sarah left
Harper's Ferry it seemed even more beau-

tiful. Birds sang merrily from tho fields
and woods, and Zack even felt the

of the perfect morning and- - hummed
a negro melody as he trudged along. The
botanist got restless and tool; to the tow-pat-

the angler dropped out of sight
down the river bank with net and bucket,
and the artist Jumped aBhore on the
side, to make a sketch of an apple orchard
loaded with bloom and beehives.

There hands could have been seen bobbing
about in the cool water or the canal above

the most morning, as the
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usual morning plunge, was indulged in,
and after ooffee served on deck the mules
began their tattoo, Zack began his
"chucking," and they were gliding along
toward tho misty North Mountains. At
Four Locks the Potomac falls over a high
dam, which waB built to feed the canal,
and at this point the' canal is thrown
open, allowing the boats to swing out into
the river. The mules cr6ss to the left
side and arc high up on a narrow shelf of
the wall, which rises 'almost perpendicu-
larly from the water's edge They tug at
the rope and send a rattle or stones
splashing into the water; 'the rope tight-
ens, anil one half expects to see them
pulled orr of the narrow path, but pres-
ently the boat is righted, and the rope
again slacks.

SOME OBSTACLES OVERCOME.
Beyond here tlie country is not Jess in-

teresting, but much more wild. In the
mountains, farms are to he seen wherever
there i a. little fertile soil, and at some
places the overhanging ledges make two
stones of them. Wagon roads are as poor

Halt.

as they are few, and farmers usually take
advantage of the smooth cansl when they
do their marketing, by hitching a horse to
a skiff. It is in this stretch of country that
the most obstacles were overcome by the
builders of the canal. The canal follows
the river through the valley through its
whole length, and has a rise of lockage of
over GOO feet, overcome by seventy-fiv- e

locks, but the greatest piece of mechanical,
skill is displayed at Pawpaw Bend, twenty-seve- n

miles from Cumberland, where it
passes through the mountains by a tunnel
4,000 feet long. The scene is always a
lively one here. Thd canal above the
lock widens into a large pond, and the place
has the appearance of a huge tangle. The
basin is full of boats and the towpath is
crowded with mules nmHine boys lining up
to pass through. Wet ropes splash right
and left, and it takes a good dodger to stand
on deck and not get oue in the face.

The entrance to the tunnel is narrow and
rocky and the tunnel itself is a dismal
place. Formerly gongs' were set going at
either end to tell which way the boats were
going, as two boats cannot pass inside, but
now the muleteer puts bis hands to his
mouth and hellos and trusts to providence
that he will not have to hitch to tho other
end to pull out again. It is pitch dark
inside.andonlya speck dflight whichshows
the exit nearly a mile ahead. Water drips
incessantly from tlie ceiling and splashes
with a wierd sound in the blackness below,
and one's own voice reverberates from wall
to wall and comes back again in wild
shrieks and hoots from a thousand different
directions.

After passing through this mountain
ridge the river is soon alongside again
and the country through which it leads is
one of well-tille- d farmlands. The quiet-an- d

beauty of it is surpassing, and that
evening when the stars gleamed out and
the myriads of fireflies lighted up the
sweet-smellin- g meadows, the encaantment
was even greater. The plaintive singing
of the helmsman, the clatter of the hoofs,
and the constant "clucking" of tho driver
were the only sounds tj) break tho quiet.
Occasionally the puffing of trains far down
the valley would be heard, then again be
lost. As the evening wore into night the

I increased number of trains and the glow
in the sky told them that a city was near

at hand, and when the Cumberland level
was reached thousands of lights from the
iron furnaces and the electric-lighte- d city
danced in the waters of the river and canal,
and the Sarah was "snubbed" for the laBt
time.
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NOTES OF A PEETTY JULY
AET JOURNEY.

The Widening-- of the "Water

Are Ideal Places For the
- Flower's Growth.

As pond lilies aro early risers, opening
as soon as the sun is up, wo were obliged
to make a 6 o'clock start, in order to
gather our flowers in their morning frcsh-uus- s.

The first mile was rather tame. "Row-
ing in a ditch," the artist called it, for
on each side the sloping banks extended
many feet above, giving a sense of close-
ness. The canal opened into the river a
short distance above the bridge, but
there wero three locks in quick succes-
sion, so that it saved time to row up
the river and carry the boat across by
the "ferry." It furnished the artist with
on added grievance to perform this duty,
for the girl3 insisted on helping, and they
6tarted bravely enough, yet when the
novelty was gone they let the boat wob-
ble, until it wore big blisters on the escorts'
hands. Once in the canal, however, it
was as fair as a picture.

Now, the easiest way to make time
was to use the bow line, so the men got
out, shouldered the rope and commanded
the girls to steer. This is a difficult
business at first, but after a tune the

r
&4f.

Hj- - "Way of tlio Cnunl.
knack is obtained of keeping tho boat just
eo far from shore. Both canal and tow-pat- h

were quiet in the early dawn, aud
sweeping shadows from the trees fell
athwart the water, gurgling coolly about
prow and sides. Past the Glendon Iron
works, looming up dark and stately against
the sky, past Lucy furnace, swinging by
hedges of daisies and wild carrots, swamp
roses and ivy, the boats swept along, en-

livened by many a bit of song or jest.
All the way the poor artist nursed his
wrongs, and wondered why pleasures
are always more enjoyable in the per-
spective.
..Then came the lock, and after that a
row up and around the point of the isl-

and, under the wooden bridge and into
the lily pond.

In the thickest of the pool there was
nothing to be but flat, round leaves,
with here and there a glimpse or white
that proclaimed a flower. The buds are

w?b
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Stoppiim for Lmicli.
as green as the pods, so that sharp eyes
are required to 'ee them In went the
boats a girl at each end, their sleeves
rolled above their elbows, diving far down
to secure long stems The oars came up
so heavily wound with greenery they were
well-nig- h useless. Further in and speed
was redui.ed to a minimum on account of
ttie dense tangle under the waters. In-

deed, it is no rare thing to lose an oar
or break one in the pond.

The stems being dirty and hollow like
rubber tubes with four inner divisions,
tlley brought an unreasonable nniountif
water into the boats Hands grew grimy,
but who cared, io long as the pile of great
white, yellow-centere- lilies, fragrant as
a dream, heaped higherand higher.

The sunsoon made the enclosed pond
so hot that we were glad to get shelter
down on the island.

Later came the row around the island,
disclosing charming little nooks where
tiny rivulets ran down to the river. High
pDst fences abounded, giving every herb
and there a fine chance for a snap shot
fiend to catch unwary girls climbing over
stake and riders. In fields nearby har-
vesters were at work piling up the grain;
cows stood kneo-dee- in the quiet water
looking over the scene with mild eyes.
Anglers lined the banks, though it has
never gone on record that that particular
stretch of water is famous for its fish.
Everything breathed of peace and summer,
even down in the deepest pool by the dam
where a dozen youngsters were trying to
swim A canal boat, towing slowly up
stream, alone broke the placidity of the
waters, and the only foreign sound was
the tiug-a-bn- g of the bell attached to the
mule's collar. Surely, for au idyllic feting
ground, no place can vie with the lily
pond. KENNET WOOD.

MARRIAGE IX MADAGASCAR.

nrldo-Elei't-s Aro There Obliged to
Servo us Novitiates,

We have heard a great deal about the
war in Madagascar, but very little has
been said about its inhabitants, customs,
and superstitions. Some of the latter are
very strange, its inhabitants, as far as the
svomen aie concerned, offer an interesting
study, especially at the present moment,
when the "New Woman" is so very much,
in evidence as to call forth vituperation
from the highest dignitaries of the church.

One woman in Madagascar enjoys great
tieedoni. The Hovas are no longer sav-
ages. They are subject to laws and regu-
lations, aud obey an absolute authority
which presides over their political desti-ule- s

and determines their social condition.
This power is vested in the Queen, and

though in reality she wields no visible
power in the actual ruling of the country,
yet her influence is so great on the minds
of her subjects that nothing, even the most
unimportant action happens in their lives
In which her name is not mingled, in which
tier influence is not felt Her wishes are
considered supreme commands, and Fhe Is
regarded as a divinity.

When she gives an audience in her pal-
ace her vlbitors are obliged to observe the
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GOL.V1SG AT

Mrs. John Jacob Aior J. n Constant
and Kntliiisin.vile I'luyor.

Still another poir course laid out. Tais
time by ilrs. John Jacob Astor at lier coun-
try place,

The course, from start to iinisb, measures
a mile and a riUaiter.and there are nine

hole3.
So enthusiastic are both Mr. and Mrs.

A6tor over thi Scotcn game that they g;
round the course every morninp: before
breakfast these pleasant summer days.

They have their early tea, and then

Hole.

around "with putter, and all
the various impedimenta of the game, they

out for a trial of their skill.
Both the start and the the first

teeing ground aud last one are near the
house. Tlie game of golf demands an ex-
tensive stretch of land, and it is i ct every
country place that is equal to this
demand. Ferncliff, however, is able to

supply everything in the Tvay of that

greatest ceremony. They approach her
with reverential salutations and genuflec-
tions, the number of which are determined
by their caste and honors Every
her body-guard- s present arms before her pal-
ace, and before she intone the na-
tional hymn, the 'Sidikina," to which
every one listens standing and uncovered.
When she goes to any public ceremony she
walks a red umbrella ornamented
with a golden ball, through a rcspfCtful
crowd, who emit cries of joy, clapping
their hand;: in unison.

The queen's husbaud, Uie prime minister,
is always a man or the people and is really
the head of tho government. It is he who
directs the politics of the Irmenian king-
dom. Surrounded by bis secretaries, his
staff and hisaidea whoaro counted
by the thousands; he exercises the power
which the represents. lie is per-
fectly familiar with all that is passing in
Europe, where several of his sons have

educated, aud he is ably seconded by
skillful advisers.

Marriage among the Hovas presents ono
peculiarity which is indigenous to Mada-
gascar; i t i b a 1 wa ys p receded by a nov ltiate,
if it may be thus termed, prevents
any unpleasant surprises to the married

They are authorized to
a preliminary experiment of the duties and
rights which will follow their untou The
young girl is introduced into her future
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$1.25 would have been con-
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You'd willingly pay more than
50 cents for it if we cared to
ask it now.

LANSBXJKGH'S RIK
New York Avenue Bet.

Agent Columbia

morning

for Furniture tiara,

golf may require; in fact, two or three
courses might be laid out t!:ere,as nearly
2,000 acres are included m the estate.

Year by year land ha3 been added to
FernUiff for the lasj tmxty years by pur-
chasing farms jn tae neighborhood uatit
at the" present time taereis a great do-

main or sleeping lawns, miles of drives
and acres or parks and r gardens.

The drive leading from tlie ledge to the
house is nearly thirty feet m ami
over a mile in length; it leads over mil.
tarougS leafy dells and secluded thickets
and is iorcVri d by great n:acses or rich,
foliage plants tere and t!:ere In th vicin-
ity of tie licuse are beautiful sculptured

"Ml
nrns of white marble, filkd with tropical
plants. From the house itself, which 13
of the Italian style of architecture, there
is a superb view across tlie Hudson , lur miles
up and down the river acd back into the
country.

There are five entrances to Ferncliff,
leading to various portions of the estate;
the main entrance is of cut granite, aad
the lodse, which is very picturesque, is also
of granite.

husband's home, aud after a few days is
returned to her parents After these for-
malities are complied the Imsbnod's
family address an official demamr to tho
young girl's family for her hand or they
signify their refusal.

n orator in these affairs repairs to the
home or the ruture bride at the head of a
deputation composed of thefiantee-an- his
family He expatiates on the o jet t of the
delegation, goes over the titles, quali-
ties and genealogy of the- future hu&band
aud winds up by making a formal demand
for the young girl's hand.

The father or his representative replies
in an eulogistic speech, enumerates the
conditions of moral conduct and wise ad-
ministration wlm.li is necessary in the
household, makes a discreet allusion to
divorceoranamicableseparatlon which will
always be permissablo in case ot incom-
patibility, and terminates his address by
graining his daughter s hand. Then tho
fiance gives some earnest money and ac-
quires marital authority. Ever after tlio
wife "will be counted among his goods and
chattels. She becomes a piece of mer-
chandise and may in case or necessity en-

ter into legal transfers, whether for debts
or crimes. It is therefore to a bualwud'a
advantage to add to the number cf his
wives. This is what he generally does.
Polygamy in that sense adds to the wealth
of tho household

Mrs. Ator Drlvlns for tho Flrt
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